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GreetiNGs to our FaithFuL suPPorters oF 
oakwooD uNiversity: 

 in this special year-end edition of the Presidential FYI newsletter, i wish to bring our readers 
up-to-date on a few 2011 highlights of our oakwood mission. 

oakwooD uNiversity CoMPLetes iso 9001 
CertiFiCatioN reGistratioN

 

Pictured: (left to right) David Knight, VP for Student Services; Dr. Tim McDonald, Provost; Sabrina Cotton, VP for 
Finance; Valerie Carper, SAIC representative; Gregory Hunt, lead auditor from Bureau Veritas; Marcia Burnette, co-
ordinator of Mentor-Protégé Program (of which the ISO certification is an objective); Dr. Leslie Pollard; Dr. Jay Bill-
ings, ISO consultant for OU; Lucy Cort, Office of Sponsored Programs audit representative; Dr. Everett Roper, chair 
of Internal Audit Committee; Dr. Howard Weems, senior chaplain; and Steve McWilliams, Information Technology 
audit representative. (Not pictured: Sylvia Germany, Human Resources Department audit representative.)

 oakwood university had successfully completed the actions necessary to be registered as an 
ISO 9001 certified organization, making it the first and only historically black college or university to 
achieve such recognition. 
 this means that oakwood will now qualify to be a primary contractor on government grants 
and contracts.
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PresiDeNt's 2020 visioN For the sPirituaL 
MissioN to stuDeNts 

 “in 2020, oakwood university will be seen as 
a premier university in the huntsville community 
and within the seventh-day adventist Church. with 
a vibrant student population of 3,500 students, 
oakwood remains in 2020 a preferred provider 
of excellence in faith-based undergraduate and 
graduate education. 
 “By 2020, spiritual life at oakwood has been 
nationally recognized by the Council of Christian 
Colleges and universities. the mission and culture 
at oakwood engages every student in service 
learning to local, regional, national, and interna-

tional communities. intentionality around the spiritual development of ou students is evident in 
every area of campus life. 
 “signs and symbols of a robust seventh-day adventist faith are visible as you walk the cam-
pus. Every offering within the IF2L (Integration of Faith and Learning and Living) curriculum reflects 
the principles and practices of faith formation and development of our students.”
 

LiFeCore uPDate 

 LifeCore is a first-time, comprehensive, research project 
focussed on oakwood university students. it was conducted 
with the strong support of our Office of Spiritual Life, United 
Student Movement, and our Office of Faculty Development, 
Leadership, and Quality. 
 LifeCore is intended to provide statistically valid research 
on the spiritual interests, commitments, beliefs, and values of 
oakwood's students of color. in that sense, it is designed to go 
beyond the efforts of such important studies as Valuegenesis.
 our students responded in unprecedented numbers. 
in a study that consisted of 52 items and that covered student 
beliefs about doctrines, worship, service, and mission, 834 stu-
dents completed the survey. 
 The findings of LifeCore are being mined to inform the 
spiritual planning and decision-making around ministry to oak-
wood university students. 

oakwooD’s PaN-aFriCaN 
CoNsortiuM oF CoLLeGes aND 
UNIVERSITIES (PACCU) 
 Long overdue! This will be a faculty research initiative to maximize our under-valued SDA sys-
tem of higher education. 
 in February of 2012, oakwood university educators will be visiting adventist university of 
Africa in Nairobi, Kenya. This program fulfills the following element of the Vision 20/20:
 “By 2020, a consortium of african-american, afro-Caribbean, afro-Latino, and Continental 
African universities complements the DEEP (Diversity Educational Exchange Program) program with 
DEFT (Diversity Exchange for Faculty Teaching). 
 “PACCU (Pan-African Consortium of Colleges and Universities) will provide innovative ways 
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for oakwood’s faculty to spend selected semes-
ters and many summers in research, teaching, 
and/or service to international students and 
communities. PACCU also cross-fertilizes our OU 
faculty, staff, and student body by bringing an il-
lustrious array of international scholars to teach 
on the oakwood campus.”
 “PACCU began with active affiliations and 
articulation agreements among our sister uni-
versities at the 2011 spring Council, which was 
held for the first time on Oakwood’s campus. By 
2020, as part of faculty development, our Pan-
african Consortium of Colleges and universities, 
with its DeFt program, will allow oakwood’s su-

perbly trained faculty to teach at sister institutions in Jamaica, haiti, trinidad and tobago, kenya, 
Nigeria, Costa Rica, Panama, Honduras, Uganda, and Tanzania.”

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY (BDA) 
       
 the Business Development advisory has been established to explore the recovery of 
business ventures for Oakwood in an effort to 
decrease our financial dependence on tuition. The 
advisory is tasked with locating and investigating 
cooperative business ventures that would allow 
oakwood students to earn a check for part-time 
work while enrolled in the university. it is unlikely 
that oakwood will return to its former industries 
which often required extensive manual labor. 
rather BDa will seek to train and equip a new 
cadre of student-to-alumni entrepreneurs, and 
will explore the recovery of business ventures for 
Oakwood, in an effort to decrease our financial 
dependence on tuition. Please pray for its success!

FINANCIAL EFFICIENCY/ORgANIzATIONAL 
aLiGNMeNt
 Oakwood will complement the Business Development Advisory with its Financial Efficien-
cy and Organizational Alignment. The Financial Efficiency Committee addresses the efficient use 
of our human and financial resources.

 

the LeaP towarD Maturity iN Christ
By Ashley Elizabeth Frasier, Reprinted From southern tidings, august 2011
 
 May 20, 2011, marked a significant day in my life as a Seventh-day Adventist senior in high 
school. on that day my beliefs and values were tested and tried, and i had to step up to the task and 
stand up for what i believed. that Friday was my high school graduation, scheduled for 7:30 that 
night. The date was made at the beginning of the school year and was not subject to change. I knew 
that if i attended this momentous occasion, i would be violating God’s sabbath, and it would also 
weaken my relationship with Christ.
 i explained to the school my high value of the sabbath. the administrators said they under-



stood the situation, but that they were unable to change the date, as it was already on the diplomas, 
and the invitations had been sent. after i explained the situation to me academic advisor, he called 
my parents, albert and Claudette Frasier, to try to persuade them to let me attend graduation. My 
parents explained that, although they wholeheartedly supported my decision and were in agree-
ment, they had given me the liberty to decide for myself whether or not i wanted to participate in the 
commencement exercises. They further explained that my decision was a reflection of my personal 
convictions based on what they had taught me and my personal relationship with Jesus.
 Following this conversation with my parents and counselor, and many subsequent conver-
sations with other faculty, our family decided that the 
only thing left to do was pray. after much prayer and a 
staunch determination to stand in the face of adversity, 
my high school, University Heights Academy (college 
prep) Hopkinsville, Kentucky, held a special service for 
me in which all of my classmates, their families, and my 
family came to support me as i took this giant step in 
my academic career. this service was held several hours 
before sunset to ensure that i received recognition for 
my achievement through God’s grace, as well as received 
the opportunity to wish my classmates farewell without 
violating the sabbath. i was so thankful that i stood up for 
my beliefs, and i feel like God called me for such a time as 
this so i could inspire other young people to stand up for 
Christ, no matter what.
 Because of my high esteem for the sabbath and 
sharing my faith with the academy, the faculty at my 
school wrote an article about me, testifying to my strong 
morals and respect for God, my faith, and my religion. 
Though this decision was difficult, I wouldn’t have had 
it any other way. i knew ahead of time that it would be 
on this date, and i had to choose for myself whether i 
wanted to stand up for my beliefs in God or stay with my 
graduating class on 2011 and march on God’s sabbath, and i chose my savior without hesitation.
 Currently i am preparing to enter the world of college. i am planning to attend oakwood uni-
versity in the fall, where I will be majoring in political science and minoring in religion. Though my path 
is daunting and full of uncertainty, i have resolved in my mind and heart that, no matter what, through 
God’s grace, i will always stand for principle and my savior. thanks be unto God, who always causes us 
to triumph (2 Cor. 2:14).
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 This final 2011 Presidential FYI edition gave you some of the key vision highlights and updates 
that continue to drive oakwood to the expansive future that God has in store for his institution.  
Please visit our website for up-to-date information on oakwood, and please sign up to receive our 
OU? Oh, Yes! weekly e-newsletter.
 and from the oakwood family to each of you, have a happy holiday season! 

Leslie N. Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., M.B.a. 
President, oakwood university 


